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September 27, 1901 O Q o 1 

Gibara. — Reports show the arrival of 9 vessels, the issuance of 7 bills 
of health, 1 death from cerebral congestion, and good sanitary condition. 
There is no report of quarantinable disease at any point in the district. 
Respectfully, Owen W. Stone, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. R. S. 
The Surgeon-General, 

TJ. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Report from Nuevitas from September 16, 1900, to June 80, 1901. 

Nuevitas, Cuba, August 1, 1901. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit, through the chief quarantine offi- 
cer, the following report for the period from September 16, 1900, to June 
30, 1901, inclusive : 

There have been no changes in the equipment of this station, which 
has been kept in good repair. It consists of the shore plant, a frame 
building 20 feet wide by 60 feet long, containing a steam chamber and 
boiler complete, of the Kensington make. In addition there are an auto- 
clave and force pump with the necessary hose for disinfecting vessels 
and houses. A supply of formalin, sulphur and bichloride is kept on 
haud. The office of the U. S. Marine Hospital Service is kept in the 
same building, one end being partitioned off for that purpose. The 
building is located on the immediate water front convenient to the sev- 
eral steamship agencies, causing but little inconvenience to the trav- 
eling public in the issuance of permits and inspection of baggage. All 
persons leaving this port during the year have been required to pro- 
cure certificates from this office showing in what degree they are pro- 
tected from the different quarantinable diseases. 

All vessels arriving at this port are immediately boarded by the 
quarantine officer, the bills of health called for and examined, the pas- 
sengers and crew mustered, if from foreign ports, and counted, and an 
inspection made to ascertain the sanitary condition. Recently, in 
accordance with an order from the chief quarantine officer, the muster 
and count of the crews of coastwise vessels has been omitted, as causing 
unnecessary delay while the island is almost free from quarantinable 
disease, but inquiry is always made as to sickness, and the passengers 
are mustered and counted. All baggage for this port is examined and if 
from an infected or suspected port it must have the label showing inspec- 
tion or disinfection by the quarantine officer at the port of departure. 
If this label is absent the baggage is disinfected at this port ; if quaran- 
tinable disease is found on board, it is removed to an island 2 miles from 
town and placed in tents, a supply of which is kept on hand, and there 
treated by the officer of the U. S. Marine-Hospital Service, and the 
vessel is placed in quarantine and disinfected. In the subport, where 
thorough disinfection is not practicable, the infected persons are 
removed, the compartments in which the disease was found are disin- 
fected, and the vessel is ordered to the nearest quarantine station where 
the disinfection can be completed. All baggage from this port is 
labeled "inspected and passed" unless it has been exposed to infection. 
In this event the baggage is disinfected and labeled "disinfected and 
passed" and sealed to prevent opening before arriving at destination. 

For boarding vessels, the steam launch Prochazka with a cretF of 4 
men is kept in commission. As described in my report last year, the 
Prochazka is a vessel 70 feet in length with 10 feet beam. No smaller 
vessel would answer for the purpose so well, as the anchorage of some 
vessels is 6 or 7 miles out, and at times the bay becomes very rough. 
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This vessel has been in service at this place since January 24, 1900, and 
has demonstrated the wisdom of her purchase, as no repairs have been 
required other than the replacing of a nut on one cylinder rod and the 
correction of a bend in one propeller blade. 

During the period, 307 vessels arrived at this port and were inspected 
and passed, and 327 bills of health were issued to vessels leaving this 
port. Two thousand one hundred and fifteen passengers arrived at this 
port. Of these, 735 arrived on the Munson Line from New York. Two 
thousand four hundred and seventy-one certificates of health and protec- 
tion by vacccination were issued to passengers leaving this port. Of 
these, 484 were to passengers for New York by the Munson Line. All 
baggage for the United States is i nspected and labeled, and all that is 
for points south of Maryland is disinfected. 

All persons not protected by previous vaccination have been vacci- 
nated at this office. There have been 23 vaccinations. 

Only 11 alien steerage passengers have been registered at this port, 
but a great many of that class have landed here by coastwise vessels, 
having entered at Havana. 

Of immigrants lauded at this port, in my opinion, there have really 
been none. While most of the passengers arriving by the Munson Line 
have been Americans and Canadians who have invested in the laud and 
steamship companies, none that I have seen have expressed an inten- 
tion to renounce their citizenship in the above countries, and not one 
has taken steps to acquire Cuban citizenship. In fact, a large portion of 
these colonists have already returned home, and all have been induced 
to make investment of small amounts here in the hope of such return 
as would enable them to live in comfort elsewhere. 

While the number of pieces of baggage has not been kept, all have 
been inspected, and 15(5 pieces from Havana have been disinfected by 
steam or formalin. The sanitary condition of the town has been con- 
stantly improving under the supervision of the military authorities. It 
will now compare favorably with towns of the same size in the United 
States. The streets have been graded and are swept daily, and, as a 
consequence, the health of the population is much better. 

Seventy- six deaths only have been registered during the year, giving 
a rate of about 15 per 1,000 of estimated population, the deaths of the 
last six months of 1900 being 39, as against 70 for the first six months, 
and the number for the six months ended June 30, 1901, being 37. 

There were only 2 cases of yellow fever reported during the year — 1 dis- 
covered on the steamship Julia, in October, 1900, at Gibara, and removed 
by Acting Assistant Surgeon Gomez to isolated quarters, and 1 treated 
at this place in December, 1900. 

No other cases of quarantinable diseases have been reported at any 
point in the district. A constant inquiry has been made for suspicious 
cases, with instructions to immediately report to the chief quarantine 
officer any that were discovered. 

. I have delayed forwarding this report expecting to inclose reports 
from the subports, but as these have not been received, they will be 
forwarded as soon as received. 

Eespectfully, Owen W. Stone, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Sukgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 
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